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/« Steep and mountainous Albania has become a *'Red Olbralter" in the 
niddid of the Mediterranean. Since the expulsion of Tu^alavia fton the 
Coninform^ Albania has been accorded great Importance by the 1TSSR. Ibe 
USSR has armed Albania with the moot modem veapons and has established snb« 
marine bases azul niesile stites In Albania. 

Zm Soviet engineers and technicians have worked for years in Albania 
and have completely nodez^sed the Soviet bases Which have been established 
in Albania. Ihe Soviets control seven air bases and five submarine bases in 
Albania. 

a. Air Bases-^His Air bases are located at Binas (near Tirana), 

Devoli, and Dlrancpra In the vicinity of Berat, Ergtri (OJin okaster^. 

Delvino. Avlonva (Vlone). and Iswi (a village hear Tirana). 


b. Haval Bases— ^bere are four naval basat in the vicinlly of 
Avlonya. One of iheae bases is located on Cape Lingua tta on the north- 
wee t side of the Bay of Avloiya* The eecond is at the head of the bay, 
the third is in Avlonya, apd the fourth Is on Saseno f Sazan) Island, 

Ihe fifth base is located 
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south of Avlonya. It is believed 

that the Soviet submarines am dls^lbuted among t^ese five basee. 

3* ^^k^derground (submarine) Pene 

a. Saseno Island was | given to Albania after 

Wold War II. The Soviets, understood the strategic imp ortance of 

Saaeno Isla^, began constructing large establishments here | 

The Soviet strategy has been to use submarines in large numbers, and 
underground pens have been constructed for their subraorines on Saseno 
Island. Twelve underi^ound pens have been constructed, and after the 
Sues erisla. It was decided to build five more pens. Much effort is 
being expended to finish these pens. On the eeirpletion of these pens, 
Saseno Island will be a "Red GLbralteu" Underground fuel depots have 
been oonstroeted’ tn four different places. Apprcacimately twelve snbmarinee 
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•re based here. ^ last three of the tmbnarlnes eame to Saseno Island 
I at the tine of the visit of a Soviet fleet to the Adriatio ^ 

b* Ibe bottom (presomably the southern end) of Saseno Island Is 
... * . need as a submarine base by the Soviets and (here) submarine pon8» 

; • tunnels vhich have been hollowed out and perfected, are being used* 

There exist on Saseno Island tunnels and hiding places in which up to 
100 submarines can be hidden. Saseno Island Is fortified with mobile 
Idng range artiUc:^ mounted on rails* Ho civilians are allowed on 
' Saseno Island, and 'the Island is ti^tly oontroUed by the Soviets* 
Shipping must not pass close by Saseno Island* Oil idiloh is produced 
in Kircova (sic) is transported to Avlonya via a pipe lino* A petroleum 
refinery has been oonstruoted in Avlonya* Ihls refinery is underground* 

. Oil transported to Saseno Island via underground pipe line trem Avlonya* 

. Ihe mountains around Avlopya are ’’filled* with the latest model Soviet 
anti-aircraft batteries* The Soviets have gradtiaUy built up the pro- 
visions and svfiplies on Saseno Island, 



a* The main target of the submarines based on Saseno Island Is the 
Slx^ Fleet and its supply ships* Six submarines Aram the twelve based 
in Saseno Island continuously *tall* the Sixth Fleet and Its supply ships* 
These submarines which are ’^'f* class have a range of ^,000 miles without 
relbeling. or reprovisioning* Thus| these submarines can cruise to the 
AArioan «r Aegean shores of the Mediterranean Sea, stay in the area for 
e period, and then return to their bases without refueling or reprovl- 
sloning. 

b* The Soviets ere able to send disassembled *W* olase submarines 
•board Soviet freights Aram the U3SB to Avlonya, idiere they are assornhled* 

o* The Soviets sent three big and small float^ g drydocks to Avlon 3 rs 

I More than UOO 

Albanians worked with the Soviet experts and teohniolans in assenhllng 
the Soviet *W* elass submarines* 

d* Within the past fe\r years, it has been observed that some 
submarines are being constructed u^er strict secrecy in the navy base 
in Avlonya. It is uztderstood that there are more than 200 submarines 
distributed between the navy bases, and that the majority of these are 
bidden in the tunnels and oave submarine pens on Saseno Island, (The 
presence of the 200 eubmarines mentioned here obviously confllote with 
the twelve submarines mentioned In peragrai^^,) 
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^ Air Forces 

ft. Soviets havs at least six air bases In Albania^ and at 
least seventy-five WIO 21s In Albania* Ihc seventh Soviet air force 
base Is beln^ eonstmoted In Ismif between Tlran (Tirana) and Drao 
(Durres)* It Is believed that the UjOOO Soviets vho are stationed at 
these bases and In their vicinity are supplied partially by large air 
transport craft and partially by Arel^^ters f^rom Burgas and Constanta. 
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b* It is said that KEQ 21 air draft aake a eontlnoous twenty-four- 
hour patrol called the. "Otranto Patrol*" Two aircraft together frcna a 
group of twelve aixnn^a^ are In the air oonetantly, and by this means 
the Soviets maintain twenty-four-hour air security* These aircraft con- 
centrate their patrol activity along coast of Albania and against 
known air and sea targets* 

o* Ihe Soviets have finished the Installations for two nev ^e 
ballistic missiles which they have sent to Tlran« end they have finished 
the foundations of the Installations for a third ballistic missile* 

These launchers are for medium range nlsalles (2«i^00 Kn). %e launch- 
ing pads which sre located in the toountalns In the vicinity of Tlran are 
guarded very closely^ an! their existence la s most closely guarded se« 
oret* 


d* The Soviets have started to eq\dp the Albanian army with modem 
weapons* The Albanian arsy 1> cooposed of three composite dlvleionsj 
and recently the number of MIO 19 aircraft assigpedJto the Albanians has 
been increased to a total of one hundred* 

^ Albanian Navy 

a* The Albanian Navy has been strengthened by the addition of two 
deetroyers idiioh were received fJrom the USSR. The Soviet personnel on 
these destroyers has not been replaced for the present* The Sovlote 
have promised to hand over three additional destroyers to the Albanians* 

. ■ b* Soviet fishing ships equipped with radars and sleotronlo an- 
tennas which carry Soviet "engineers" are making hydrographic soundings 
and observations in various places in the Mediterranean* At the same 
time those fishing ships are patrolling the shorea of the Mediterranean 
and following the Sixth Fleet* The fishing ships are giving a great deal 
of attention to following and observing the Sixth Fleets and they are -)■ 

doing much secret work Ofutside of chart correcting. ‘ji 

04 The Soviets are reinforcing the Albanian Amy (6!>^000'men) with 
the latest heavy weapons and with military electronic equlpsent* A great 
aaoung of activity is being undertaken by the Soviet milit^ missiemf 
ths Soviet teohnioisns» sod the Soviet engineers* 




f l:: 

50X1 -HUM 


‘ sanitized Copy Approved for Release 20l'l/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A059700150001-3 




, . I ! 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A059700150001-3 


50X1 -HUM 


^ goal of tu6 Sorioto and tha reason that they are expending all 
these efforts In Albania is to be able to eontrol all the European military 
forces vhieh are along the-shores of Sorth Afriu, in the middle North At- 
lantio regiottf and In western Sarope* 
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